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"HOU MUCH OWELST THOU UNTO MY LORD" (Luke 16:5)

Wi}l a .usan rob God? yet ye rob me. But ye say, /herein have we robbed
thee? 1In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with the curse; for ye rob me,
even this whole nation, Bring ye the whole tithe into the store-house, that
there may be food in wuy house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing,“that there shall not be roow enough to receive it." (ial, 3:8=10) -

GODS P,OPLT'S DEDICATION : HO“ 1iUCH DID THE JES GIVE?"
1. Lk, 21_3,& "And he said, Of a S The Jews gave, counting the Sabbaths
truth I say unto you, . the feast days in vhieh no work could

that this poor widow hath cast in morebe done (Lev, 23:1- 4L3), the Sabbatical
than they:all: For all these have of JYyears, and the year of Jubilee,

their abundance cast into the (Lev, 25:1~43), the Jews gave approxie
offerings of Gods but she of her ' mately one third of their time to the .
penury hath cast in all the living Lord., They also gave one-tenth of
th:t she had;" : : their products to their religioa.

(Deut. 14:22-27) After their king was
anointed they had to zive another -
tenth as taxes' to support their overn-
ment, (I Sam., 3:15=17) Hence cne flfth
of their gross income was given to

34 "Neither was there any among them support their religion and government,
that lacked: for as wany as .viere..: In addition, each man over twenty
possessors '0f lands or hduses Sold years of age was required to give a
theii, and brought the prices of the half-shekel into the service of the
things that were sold, And laid them tabernacle every atonement day

down at the apootle's ‘feet: and (Ex, 30:10-16). Every man was required
distribution was imade unto every man also to bring e gift, as much as he was
according as he had ne&d.. And Joses hble. when he went to the three annual

24 Acts 2:45 "And sold their

possessions and goods,
and parted them to all men, as every
man had need,"

who by the apostles was surnamed feasts (Deut, 16:16,17). Over aad
Barnabas, (which is being interpreted above this were required nuierous

The son of consolatlon) a Lev1te, -burnt offerings, peace offerin, s,

and of the country- ‘BE Cyprus, Having drink offerings, and various other
land, sold, and brought the wmoney, sacrifices and vows, (Levy 1«5; 22:37)
and laid i1t at thé apostle's feet.,® They were required %o give to the poor
(Acts L234«37) as the need arose (Lev, 19:9,10) Tf a

loan was made to a poor man no interest
was to be collected (Lev. 25:35-37)
. We might note that even if a

affliction the® abundance of their Christian decided to giwe one tenth of
30{ aig th?lf dee? povert{ abOugdid his income to the Lord.he would not
unto e riches of tTheir liberality. T e ki e

B e b i D ‘be giving as much as the Jews gave.
yea, and beyond thelr power they were ; : : T 2t
willing of themselvesy Praying us with wuch 1ntr°aty that we would receive
the gift, and take u;on us the fellowship of the ministerinZ to’ the saints.®

4y II Cor., 8:2-4 "How that in a
-great trial’ of

HOTE: Some of you money-lov1ng tightwads who nlbht read this qrtlcle ousht
- b seriously reflect on God's pattern of giving as you begrudgeingly
give Him your dollar! If your driving around in a new car and, Mzot it®
be sure you are "putting Jour necho to the work® (ileh, 3: 5) lest you be
condeined, : 3 : SR

A Blessing: "The libefal soul shall be made fat » (Prov, 25:11)

A Warning: "For where your treasure isy there will your heart be also,"
SRR ke 7 :




AL Cor.-81d2)

THE N,T. PATTIRN OF GIVING

1. WEEKLY: "nOw concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given
order to the churches of Grlatia, even so do you. Upon the first

.day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath

prospered hium, that there be no gatherings when I come." (I Cor. 16:1-2)
Incadantly denominationalism can see enougzh authority‘in this verse to

take up a collection each first day of the week but carnot see the very

same authority in Acts 20:7 to observe the Lordts - Supber every week, Shows

you something doesn't it?

S VLl o i) theca s e i ay vl L hi s eces et Rt
ing to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.,"

3. PUL RPOSLLY: Wivery man according, as he purposeth in his heart, so let him
give; not grudgingly or of necessity for God loveth a cheerful

giver." €II Cor. 9:7) (By the way, the Indian brethren sing as the collection
is being taken in contrast to others who have such long faces at this‘point
in the service. The word "cheerful" is from the .Greek word vhence we get
the English word hilerous.)

From the above Scriptures you see there is no authority to tithe today,
neither raising woney by: car wash, pie sales, "fellow: hip dinners", or
binding a certain aiount on the menbers, How is your congregation doing?

THE CEURCE TREASURY

I Authorlty For A Church Treakdry-

A, Acts L:3%2-35

Be I Cor, 16:1-3 ("Store" THE SAU?IZO--"to lay UD, store up, .a treasury,
a storehousel

C. Churches have money to pay Ureacher—-II “Cor. 138, "PhiYivivh 57 '4115,16

D. Must be ready for every good (only good if have scripture authorlty)
work--I11 Cor. 9:8

:E. Members giving must not be of necessity (II Cor. 9:7) s0 soaethlng
snould be in reserve,

II. The Difference Between The Church And Indlvldual's Treasury-

A, Clearly seen in Acts 5:1<4 and II Tim. 5: 16

III. To ‘hom Does The Church Treacure Belong? :

«“A, Though God, owning all, has given uan charce of earthly possessions
He has retalned the treasury. (Acts 5:1-4) If we realize that this
money becomes His and not ours we'll ‘be more cdgeful how it is spenta

IV, Spending The Church Treasury: :
A, Not To be spent for the following: (Llsten upi)

1, Orphan Iomes, Hospitals, Schools & Colleges, Parties, Non-Saints or
Unfeithful Christisns, A sponsoring Church or anything else for which
there is no scriptural authority!

‘B, It Must Le Spent For:

1. The local congrecation's preaching of the gospel (I Thess. 1:8)
(tracts, oullltwn, radio program, or newspaper article etc) :

2, The preacher's wages (II Cor, 11:8), either located (I Cor. 9: 7-14)
or sent directly, not through a sponsoring church, to him. (Phil; &)

3. Needy Saints of the congregation. A congregation doeo.wrong while 1t
has the funas, to overlook a faithful needy member in benevolence.
Also a fzithful needy menber does wrong in refusing support froan the
congregation as this is God's will and perhaps a test.

Church Benevolence Always To The Salnts: (Acts 2:45=4232-35, 6:1=6; 11l:27=- 30
, P - "Rom, 15:25=31, ‘I-Cor., 16: 1-4,

II Cor. 8 & 9 and I Tim. 5:9-16) Let's remember that death was punishment
for tampering with the Lord's treasurg. (Joshua 6:17-19; 7; Acts 5:1-11)

"But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion .frou hln, how dwelleth the love of God
in him?¥ (I Jdn. 3% 17)




